Martinique 2007 Interim Trip
At-a-Glance

Travel Information

Flight will depart from Newark, NJ on Thursday, January 4, 2007 and arrive in Fort-de-France, Martinique.  Return travel will depart Fort-de-France on Thursday, January 11, 2007 and arrive in Newark, NJ.  Approximate cost is $2,200, inclusive of air fare, lodging, some meals and listed excursions.
Overview

Martinique is a small island nation located between the Atlantic Ocean and the Caribbean Sea.  A department of France, French is the official language of this nation.  Tourists must obtain a passport for travel to Martinique.

Accommodations

Lodging is provided at the Hotel La Bateliere, in Fort-de-France.  This four star hotel is located within walking distance of the students’ residence, local markets, casino and the beach.

Weather

Temperatures in January will range from 70-87°F.

Currency

Martinique is a member of the European Union, and as such uses the Euro.  Currently, the best exchange rate involves using one of the numerous ATMs on the island.  Many establishments will accept major credit cards (excluding American Express); travelers checks are more widely accepted in Fort-de-France than outside of the capital.  The US dollar is also accepted at some establishments, and may provide a better rate.
Electricity

Martinique operates on a 220 volt current – you will need a converter and adapter to operate any electrical devices (a European plug with two metal pins).

Language

French is the official language of Martinique; you will encounter Creole, a mix of French, Spanish and African dialects and some English.

Trip Itinerary
January 5 (Friday)






Travel to Martinique and Transfer to hotel
January 6 (Saturday)

9 a.m.
Excursion to northern Martinique & guided cultural 


activity: Route de la Trace, Saint-Pierre, Morne Rouge 


(lunch), Ajoupa-Bouillon

6 p.m.
Return to hotel


7:30 p.m.

Buffet-spectacle de ballets folkloriques (Hôtel 




Batelière)
January 7 (Sunday)



Free day 



Optional activity: 11-mile hike in rain forest & 



lunch (Depart hotel at 6:00 a.m. sharp!)
January 8 (Monday)


8 a.m.
Group meeting


9:30-12 p.m.
Markets & shopping, Fort-de-France (Guided 



cultural activity)


12:30-1:30 p.m.
Lunch in Fort-de-France


2:30-4 p.m.
Seminar:  “Environmental Issues in Martinique” 


4:30-5:30 p.m.
Reception with students studying English at UAG

January 9 (Tuesday)


8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Excursion to northern Martinique and guided 


cultural activity: Natural reserve of Tartane 



(Trinité), Le Château Dubuc, Picnic at Tartane 



Beach, Visit the Banana Museum, Visit the Saint-



James Distillery Museum


January 10 (Wednesday)


8:30-9:30 a.m.
Group Meeting 


10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Steel Drum Lesson in Fort-de-France


12:30-1:30 p.m.
Lunch in Fort-de-France


2-4 p.m.
Seminar:  “The Many Faces of Martinique”


5:30-9 p.m.
Creole cooking class

January 11 (Thursday)

10-11:30 a.m.
Seminar: “Human development and the environment”


12:00-1:00 p.m.
Lunch at UAG (Université des Antilles-Guyane


1:30 p.m.
Free Time


7:00 p.m.
Dinner with Albright students in Fort-de-France

January 12 (Friday)


Return to US or extend stay

